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BINH THUY - Republic of Vietnam ~ The constantly
changing nature of the ﬁietnam war has resulted in a
corresponding change in naval tactics. From the traditionally
large offensive offshore armada, the Navy in the Mekong
Delta has reverted to the mainly'defensive interdiction
tactics of pleasure craft sized River Patrol Boats (PBR's);
in place of the massive amphibious assault, the Navy now
uses coordinated small unit 6perations in the interior.
Perhaps the greatest change; however, has been in Naval
Aviation where the carrier Based strike concept has given
way to the in-country fire-teams of Light Attack Squadron
FOUR (VAL-4).

Consisting of two plane formations, the light attack
fire teams of VAL-4 provide air cover and visual reconnaisance
for the PBR “Brown Water Navy". The OV-10i Bronco of VAL-h
is the only.propeller driven attack aircraft in the Navy's
inventory, and it sucessfully fills the performance gap
between jets and helicopters. Powerful enough to deliver
heavy ordnance loads, the Bronco has the'endurance‘to stay
on station 3 hours, and yet is so versatile that it can
perform low ievel reconnaisance. 'A minimum maintenance
requirement is another Bronéo plus, allowing the fire teams

to operate from forward air bases if necessary.
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Armed with 5 inch and 2.75 inch rockets, 20mm cannon,

. ' and 7.62mm machine guns, the VAL-4 fire teams patrol III
and IV Corps areas. _Operating from two Delta bases, Binh
Thuy and Vung Tau, the Broncos have placed air strikes from
Tay Ninh in the North to Cau Mau in the South, from Chau
Doc in the West to Vung Tau in the East. Scheduled
patrols and round-the-clock standby alert crews enable
the Broncos to be on station anywhere in the liekong Delta
area in a matter of minutes. ,
Commissioned in January of 1969 with 36 officers, 110
enlisted personnel, and 14 aircraft, VAL-4 arrived in-

country the following March. After a short but intensive

training period, VAL-L commenced all weather, 24 hour a.
day combat operations in mid-April.

The men of VAL-4 are justifiably proud of their air-
craft, their accomplishments, and the new dimensions they
have given to counter-insurgency operations. From Apfil
to October the Broncos had accounted for 383 KBa (killed by

air), 636 structures destroyed and another 398 damaged, 181

sampans destroyed, and 117 bunkers destroyed. Their

effectiveness has earned the praise of all the units with

NN which they have worked, but perhaps the greatest praise

came from the PBR sailor who said; "It sure makes a man

feel secure to hear those Broncos overhead."
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3INE ‘H‘UY, Republic of Vieensn - After a yeay of opevatiag out ai
berreizd spaces, the "Biack Ponies" of Light Attacl Squadmon RIR, (V;‘if%.,ala}
ax: g aparicg to wove into 8 mew "coryal',

lhe pes facilitiesg being conpleted by Sesbees on Vietmnuse Alr Foxue
Base linh Thuy, will include tue maintennrce hangars; 8 buukersd opirallemd
cente 2, and nine reveiments for VAl.4's OV-1Gh aircraft.

lor over a year the "Black Ponies have utilised tempizary spuscs am!
supply 'facuixias; With the nev hangars, however, maintenimce man bcm';

‘will be reduced, and with the built in fuel pit and amno xovetuend. vzlaling

eni re:am:ing w;ll be greatly facilitaged.

In the fo;zrtem moatls VALe4 has been opmtiom& fnecyurtyy, Che Mlack
Peafes" eallisign"hss become & by-vord for troops in necd of closs eln suppoct.
A stszdavd dey for VALsG nciudes nime regularly schoduled pazsals destered
to give maxioum coverage :c the ITT & IV Corps Tactical Zomes, as well ac
ary &traeble leunches that may be required.

Iz s the scramble capabilicy that has made the Blac.‘g Pearjos sk 3
vita) asset in the Delta imterdiction effczt. Abla to takeecf within 10
minug es after zeceiving a call for help, the OV.10i's are feet ensigl 20
zeact any tezget in the Daeltz area in less then 30 minutes, ye: versctile
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enough to stay ou statiaon over twe bours. Theiz combined load of heavy and

f light rockets; and machine puns emebles them to take on any tazgets fy=n
reiaforced bunkers to camcuflsged sempans, and since sll erdnance s formed
firing, they are capable of workirg extremely close to friexdly twoops,

I order to take the fi:éht to "Chérlie", top noteh aimrafe
mainte nanze £8 reguired. The now facilitles should preovide that maintiarce,
allmrizg the "Black Peni2g” to fimprove the clase alz support for whizh ther
are alrsady so justly famed. |
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